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Genesis to
Deuteronomy



Oh, the best book to read is the Bible
The best book to read is the Bible

If you read it every day

It will help you on your way

Oh, the best book to read is the Bible



e Anhcient
* Ambiguous
e Diverse

How
the Bible
Actually
Works

*In Which | Explam
How an Ancient,
Ambiguous, and
Diverse Book Leads

Us to Wisdom Rather
Than Answers—and
Why That’s Great News

Peter Enns

Author of The Bible Tells Me So



To say the Bible is ancient might seem
mundane and unnecessary to point out,
but | find the opposite is true. The Bible,
because it is a constant companion of
faith, is often thought of as “God’s
personal love letter to me” or the like.
But that familiarity risks obscuring how
old the Bible really is...




We are as distant from the time of King David
(three thousand years ago, about 1000BCE)
as we are from the far distant future time of
5000CE. Go back another thousand years if
you want to start at the time of Israel’s most
ancient ancestors, Abraham and Sarah...

We can open the Bible at random and begin
reading, and it won’t take long before we see
how deeply embedded the Bible is in this
distant and utterly foreign world.



By ambiguous | mean that the Bible,
perhaps surprisingly, doesn’t actually
lay out for anyone what to do or think -
or it does so far less often than we have
been led to believe... when reading the
Bible for spiritual guidance, we find we
are usually left to work things out for
ourselves at the end of the day.




... the Bible is diverse — meaning it does
not speak with voice on most subjects,
but conflicting and contradictory
voices... This diversity exists for one
simple reason: the Bible was written by
various writers who lived at different
times, in different places, and under
different circumstances and who wrote
for different purposes.




March, Torah (Genesis to Deuteronomy)
April, OT History (Joshua to Esther)

May, OT Wisdom (Job to Song of Songs)
June, The Prophets (Isaiah to Malachi)
July, NT History (Gospels and Acts)
Sept, Epistles (Romans to Jude)

Oct, Revelation



What words or names that come to mind when
you think about these books?




Genesis: the bible’s origins story




The Fall

The
Committing of

Sin

3:6

Cain’s murder 4:8

of Abel
The Flood

The Tower
Babel

6:11-12

of 11:4

Speech by | Action by God

God warning
of punishment

3:14-19

4:10-12

6:13-17

11:6-7

which lessens

severity
punishment

3:21

4:15

6:18-21

??

of

3:22-24

4:16

7:6-24

11:8



e Genesis 12-25: The Abraham and Isaac cycle
e Genesis 25-36: The Jacob Cycle
e Genesis 37-50: The Joseph story
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Exodus

* Exodus 1-18 From Slavery to Freedom

*1:1-22 Slavery and genocide

©2:1-22 The birth and upbringing of Moses
¢ 2:23-4:31 The call of Moses

*5:1-7:13 Negotiations with Pharaoh
*7:14-11:10 The plagues

*12:1-13:16 The Passover

¢ 13:17-15:21 The Exodus

©15:22-18:27 The journey to Sinai




Exodus

* Exodus 19-24: The Law-giving (Israel’s Response - 1)
* 19:1-20:21 The revelation at Sinai
e 20:22-23:33The Book of the Covenant
*24:1-18 Making of the Covenant

* Exodus 25-40: The Tabernacle (Israel’s Response - 2)

e 25:7
° 32:7

* 35:1

-31:18 Instructions for making the tabernacle
-34:35 The apostasy of the golden calf
-40:38 Construction of the tabernacle






Leviticus

e Leviticus 1:1-7:38: Laws on Sacrifice
e 1:1-6:7 Instructions for the offerer
*6:8-7:38 Instructions for the priests

e Leviticus 8:1-10:20: Institution of the Priesthood

¢ 8:1-36 The ordination of the priests
*0:1-24 The initial duties of the priests
*10:1-20 The death of Nadab and Abihu



Leviticus

e Leviticus 11:1-16:34: Uncleanness and its treatment
*11:1-47 Clean and unclean foods
e12:1-8 Childbirth
* 13:1-14:57 Various diseases
*15:1-33 Bodily discharges
*16:1-34 The Day of Atonement
* Leviticus 17:1-26:46: The Holiness Code

e Leviticus 27:1-34: Vows and Tithes
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Numbers

* Numbers 1:1-10:10: Two months near Sinai
*1:1-4:49 Censuses
*5:1-6:27 Cleansing of the camp
*7:1-89 Offerings for the altar
¢ 8:1-26 Dedication of the Levites
*9:1-23 The second Passover
*10:1-10 The silver trumpets




Numbers

* Numbers 10:11-12:16: Journey from Sinai to Kadesh
*10:11-36  Departure in battle order
*11:12-16  Three complaints

* Numbers 13:1-19:22: Forty years near Kadesh
*13:1-14:45 The rebellion of the spies
*15:1-41 _aws on offerings
*16:1-18:32 Prerogatives of the priests
*19:1-22 _aws on cleansing




Numbers

* Numbers 20:1-21:35: Journey from Kadesh to the
Plains of Moab
¢ 20:1 The death of Miriam
* 20:2-13 Complaints at Meribah
¢ 20:14-21 Opposition from Edom
¢ 20:22-39 The death of Aaron
¢ 21:1-3 Victory over Arad
¢ 21:1-9 The bronze serpent
¢ 21:10-35: Victories over Sihon and Og




Numbers

* Numbers 22:1-36:13 In the Plains of Moab

© 22:1-24:25 Balaam and Balak

¢ 25:1-18 National apostasy

¢ 26:1-65 Census

e 27:1-30:16 Laws about land, offerings and vows

* 31:1-32:42 Defeat of Midian and settlement in
Transjordan

¢ 33:1-49 List of campsites

e 33:50-36:13 Laws about land
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scroll a copy of this law,

taken from that of the
Levitical priests.

Deuteronomy 17:18
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_;-,.4 Hear O Israel The LORD our God the .
_ LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God

_ with all your heart and with all your soul
_ and with all your strength. ¢ These
-~ commandments that | give you today are
to be on your hearts.

Deuteronomy 6:4-6



Deuteronomy

Moses’ First Sermon: 1:1-4:43
1:1-3:29 Introduction and historical retrospect
4:1-40 Israel’s duty of obedience
4:41-43 The cities of refuge
Moses’ Second Sermon: 4:44-28:68
4:44-49 Introduction
5:1-33 The Ten Commandments
6:1-11:32 The challenge to love God with the whole heart
12:1-26:19 Exposition of the Covenant Law

27:1-26 Covenant renewal in the Promised Land
28:1-68 Blessings and cursings
Moses’ Third Sermon: 29:1-30:20
29:1-29 Israel exhorted to accept the covenant
30:1-20 God’s faithfulness and an appeal to choose life
Epilogue: 31:1-34:12
31:1-29 Appointment of Joshua as Moses’ successor

31:30-32:47 The Song of Moses

32:48-52 God’s final command to Moses
33:1-29 The blessing of Moses

34:1-12 The death of Moses



Genesis to
euteronomy



God is a powerful creator




The world is fallen
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- The LORD saw how great the W|ckedness of the human
« race had become on the earth, and that every

l inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was

only evil all the time.

'




God works with peo
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God is gracious and makes covenant




¢ And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD,
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, “ maintaining love
to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet
he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
children and their children for the sin of the parents to the
third and fourth generation.”

Exodus 34:6-7







‘Remember that you were
slaves in Egypt’ L
Deuteronomy 5:15; 15:15; K
16:12; 24:18; 24:22




- God is ho ly and give S
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ints to be holy as well |
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